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Preface
The completion of a book is a time for stock-taking. Why have I written on this topic, and not another? How have I managed to complete it, given the ever-growing demands teaching and administrative duties make on the time of an academic?
The topics explored in this book are at the very centre of the concerns of anyone interested in earliest Christianity and, indeed, in Christian theology. I have tried to approach them from fresh angles and, where possible, in the light of new evidence. So I have spread my net more widely than is often the case. The questions discussed have captured my interest for a variety of reasons. In some cases I think that I have found new paths through welltraversed territory. In others, I have become dissatisfied with the standard answers.
Chapter 2 How have I managed to complete this book? I could not have done so without the keen interest of my colleagues in Cambridge and earlier at King's College London. They have given me far more support and advice than they are aware of. They have known when not to ask about progress, and have often found ways of helping me to find time to press ahead. Only a small number of my many doctoral students have been working with me in the general field discussed in this book. But their enthusiasm for our discipline, their lively questions, and their own promising scholarly work have been a constant delight. My wife's support has been unflagging; I hope that I have not taken it for granted. This book is dedicated to Professor C. F. D. Moule, the supervisor of my doctoral research nearly forty years ago. His example of scholarly rigour and his unswerving Christian commitment have meant more to me than I can express. At ninety-five, he writes astute reviews for learned journals, and by correspondence continues a ministry of encouragement to his many friends, former colleagues and students.
